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SUB J : REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL TO BE SUPREME AFM DECISION- 
MAKING ORGAN 

REF: (A) LISBON 1519 

(B) LISBON 1393 

(C) LISBON 1418 

(D) LISBON 3816 SEPT. 6 1974 AND PREVIOUS. 

1. THE OFFICIAL DIARIO DO GOVERNO 

PUBLISHED MARCH 14 THE TEXT OF DECREE LAW 5/7 ESTABLISHING THE 
REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL. MEASURE MAKES CLEAR THAT REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL TO BE SUPREME ORGAN WITHIN AFM STRUCTURE. IN ADDITION TO 
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THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, THE DECREE LAW CLARIFIES THE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL AND THE OTHER 
ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT ORGAN, THE ASSEMBLY OF THE ARMED FORCES 
MOVEMENT (AFM). 

2. ASSEMBLY: 

THE DECREE LAW STATES THAT THE ASSEMBLY WILL BE COMPOSED OF 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THREE BRANCHES OF THE ARMED FORCES. THE 
REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL "WILL DEFINE ITS COMPOSITION." THE MEMBERS 
OF THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL FORM PART OF THE ASSEMBLY; THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OR HIS DESIGNATE PRESIDES OVER THE 
WORK OF THE ASSEMBLY. 

3. REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL: 

THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL MAY FUNCTION AS A WHOLE OR IN SECTIONS. 
COUNCIL WILL DRAFT ITS OWN INTERNAL REGULATIONS COVERING SUCH 
MATTERS. DECREE LAW GIVES THE COUNCIL THOSE LEGISLATIVE POWERS 
WHICH WERE PREVIOUSLY GRANTED TO THE NATIONAL SALVATION JUNTA AND 
THE COUNCIL OF ARMED FORCES CHIEFS OF STAFF (REF D), AS WELL AS 
CONSTITUTIONAL POWERS ATTRIBUTED IN PAST TO COUNCIL OF STATE. 

THESE POWERS TO AMEND OR ALTER CONSTITUTION EXPIRE WITH 
PROMULGATION OF NEW CONSTITUTION BY CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY. 
LEGISLATION EMANATING FROM REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL MUST BE SIGNED 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC TO BE ENACTED. 

4. COMMENT: REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL IS THE HIGHEST AFM 
DECISION-MAKING ORGAN, AND CLEARLY THE MOST IMPORTANT POWER 
CENTER IN THE COUNTRY TODAY. IT HAS THE AFM MANDADTE TO SELECT THE 
MEMBERS OF THE LOWER ASSEMBLY. IT IS NOT ENTIRELY CLEAR FROM 

LAW WHETHER SOME SORT OF AN ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE 
ASSEMBLY IS RULED OUT-PRESUMABLY THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL COULD 
LIMIT ITS POWER TO SIMPLY SPECIFIYING CATEGORIES OF PERSONS TO SIT 
ON THE ASSEMBLY, AND PERMIT THE SERVICES TO ELECT PERSONS TI FILL 
THE CATEGORIES. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL MIGHT 
CHOOSE TO HEAR OPINIONS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SERVICES AND 
THEN PICK THE ASSEMBLY MEMBERS. IT IS WORTH NOTING ALSO THAT THE 
PRESIDENT'S OK IS NECESSARY TO ENACT LEGISLATION, AND THAT THE 
COUNCIL'S POWERS TO AMEND THE CONSTITUTION WILL CEASE WHEN THE NEW 
CONSTITUTION IS PROMULGATED. 
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